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Email:
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You can also follow us on  
Twitter @usociety.
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Take us with you.
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Professor Nick Buck
Director, Understanding Society
Institute for Social and Economic Research 
University of Essex

Dear <NAME>, 

Thank you ever so much for your recent participation in Understanding 
Society. At the end of the interview we mentioned that there is a short self-
completion questionnaire that we would like «Child_name» to complete.

We would be grateful if you could look through the blank questionnaire and, 
if you are happy to do so, give it to «Child_name». When «Child_name» has 
completed the questionnaire, they can put it into the envelope enclosed and it 
can be posted back to us, free of charge.

As you know one of the really important features of the survey is that 
everyone’s answers are completely confidential. This really helps us get 
responses from people that are completely truthful and accurate and makes 
the survey one of the best in the world. This applies to all the adults who take 
part but also all the children, so we ask all parents/guardians to allow their 
children to complete the questionnaire in private. We hope you understand 
why this is so important, but if you have any questions, don’t hesitate to 
contact us.

As a token of our appreciation, I have enclosed a £5 voucher for 
«Child_name».

If you have any questions at all about Understanding Society and your 
involvement in it, please contact us using the number below. Do also check 
our special participants’ website where you can read some early findings, 
post comments, send us a message or just find out more information about 
Understanding Society: www.understandingsociety.ac.uk/participants.

Yours faithfully,



Why are you important to us?
You make the survey more complete and useful. Without you, the study is less complete.

You have been specially selected to help us make sure that Understanding Society represents 
a wide cross section of the population. This way, we can see how factors such as the economy 
or housing affect lives across the whole of Britain. 

Your participation is crucial to the success of the study, its value to researchers and accuracy 
of their research findings. If we lose you, we can’t replace you.

What is the study about?
Understanding Society is a long-term study that helps us find out about the issues  

that matter to everyone. How is the recession affecting you? Are you happy with your  
local services and facilities? Are your health care requirements being met? 

The information we collect is used by academics and researchers  
to inform policy debates on issues that matter to you. 

Your continuing participation is very important to us. Please let us know if you  
move by updating your details on the Understanding Society website at  
www.understandingsociety.ac.uk, alternatively you could call us on Freephone  
0800 252 853 or return this card in the Freepost envelope (no stamp needed).

Please let us know who will be living with you 
at your new address. Please list their full names 
below as we may like to ask them to take part in 
Understanding Society in the future. If possible, 
please provide their mobile number.
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Why do you interview young people? 
Young people’s opinions matter to us, too. If there are young people aged 10-15 in your 
household, we hope that they can complete their part of the survey. We’ll ask them about 
their hobbies, friends, school life and hopes for the future. Each child that takes part will 
receive a £5 voucher.




