
Initial if/when/where questionnaire  

(run every 6 months to confirm movers abroad who will then be offered the annual Emigrant questionnaire. This short initial survey is asked of 

those who in their annual UKHLS survey say that they intend to move abroad in the next 12 months + those who during the annual UKHLS 

survey are coded in the household grid by other household members as moved abroad.) 

  

Confirm move abroad 

 

1. A: Last time we interviewed you, you were planning to move to a country outside the UK. [if intended to move abroad] 

            B: Last time we interviewed your household members, they told us you had moved to a country outside the UK  

                  [if coded in the grid as moved outside the UK]   

 

       Have you moved to a country outside the UK?  

1. Yes   

2. No   

3. Yes, I had moved to a country outside the UK but have since returned to the UK  

 

2.  [if Q1=1] Which country do you currently live in? [drop down] 

 

3. [ask all] Please let us know your current address: _________ 

 

4. [if Q1=2/3] Are you planning to move to a country outside the UK? 

1. Yes  

2. No  Display a message: 'Thank you for your responses. Please let us know if you move to a country outside the UK by 

filling in the contact information on our website: https://www.understandingsociety.ac.uk/participants/contact 

3. Never planned to move outside the UK  Display a message: 'Thank you for your responses. Please let us know if you 

move to a country outside the UK by filling in the contact information on our website: 

https://www.understandingsociety.ac.uk/participants/contact 

 

5. [if Q4=1] When are you planning to move?  

[Drop down month and year + Don’t know ] Display a message: 'Thank you for your responses. Please let us know 

when you move to a country outside the UK by filling in the contact information on our website: 

https://www.understandingsociety.ac.uk/participants/contact 

https://www.understandingsociety.ac.uk/participants/contact
https://www.understandingsociety.ac.uk/participants/contact
https://www.understandingsociety.ac.uk/participants/contact


  

[if Q1 =2/3, keep in the main UKHLS survey; if Q4=1 ask next round of if/why/when; ] 

 

 

Details of move abroad (if Q1=1) 

 

6. Did you move from the UK to <country from Q2>… Please tick all that apply.  

1. To take up a new job  

2. To continue my existing job in  <country> 

3. To look for work 

4. Because my husband/wife/partner got a job in <country> 

5. To join my husband/wife/fiancé/fiancée/ partner 

6. To be nearer other family members 

7. For my education 

8. To bring up my children in <country> 

9. To experience living in another country 

10. To retire in <country> 

11. Because there were things I didn’t like about the UK (please specify_____) 

12. Because there were things I particularly like about <country> (please specify______) 

13. Other, please specify_______ 

 

7. When did you move to <country>? 

Drop down month and year. 

 

8. Did you move directly from the last address we contacted you at in the UK to your current address or did you move somewhere else in 

between? 

1. Moved directly to my current address 

2. Moved to another address in the UK first 

3. Moved to another address in <country> first 

4. Moved to another country first 



 

 

 

 

9. Who did you move to <country> with? Please tick all that apply to you.  

1. No-one, I came on my own [scripting note: this category is exclusive] 

2. My husband/wife/partner 

3. My child/ren (under 18) (Please include natural/biological, step and adopted children) 

4. My child/ren (over 18) (Please include natural/biological, step and adopted children) 

5. My mother and/or father (Please include stepparents) 

6. My bother(s) and/or sister(s) 

7. Other family members 

8. Friend(s) / non-family members 

 

10. And how long do you plan to stay in < country>?  

1. A maximum of one more year   

2. A few more years   

3. Forever  

4. Don't know yet  

 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP 


