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UKHLS Emigrant survey (repeated annually) 

Running head: Understanding Society: Following Lives Wherever They Go. 

INTRO 

Thank you for taking part in Understanding Society. This important social science study now 

follows lives of the participants who move outside the UK. According to our information, 

you have moved and now live in a country outside the UK. Is this correct?  

 

1. Yes, I now live in a country outside the UK (Go to Q1)  

2. No, I haven’t moved and still live in the UK (Go to a screen displaying the following: 

‘'Thank you for your responses. Please let us know if you move to a country outside 

the UK by filling in the contact information on our website: 

https://www.understandingsociety.ac.uk/participants/contact’)  

3. Yes, I moved to a country outside the UK but have since returned and now live in the 

UK. (Go to a screen displaying the following: ‘'Thank you for your responses. Please 

let us know if you move to a country outside the UK by filling in the contact 

information on our website: 

https://www.understandingsociety.ac.uk/participants/contact’) 

   

MOVE ABROAD  

1. Just to confirm, in which country do you currently live?  

Drop-down list (with the option of other, please specify) 

 

[scripting note: infill the country specified here into other questions below instead of 

<country>] 

2. Do you currently live in a city, town or rural area? 

1. City 

2. Town/other urban area 

3. Village/ countryside 

 

3. When did you move to <country>?  

   

Drop-down menu Month  

Drop-down menu Year   

 

4. Who did you move to <country> with? Please tick all that apply to you.  

1. Noone, I came on my own [scripting note: this category is exclusive] 

2. My husband/wife/partner 

3. My child/ren (under 18) (Please include natural/biological, step and 

adopted children) 
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4. My child/ren (over 18) (Please include natural/biological, step and 

adopted children) 

5. My mother and/or father (Please include stepparents) 

6. My brother(s) and/or sister(s) 

7. Other family members 

8. Friend(s) / non-family members 

 

5. Before you moved to <country>, did you already know people in <country> ? Please 

tick all that apply.  

1. No, I didn’t know anyone in this country [this category is exclusive] 

2. Yes, close relatives (e.g. partners, parents, children, siblings, 

grandchildren, grandparents)  

3. Yes, other relatives (e.g. aunts/uncles, cousins, nieces/nephews) 

4. Yes, work colleagues  

5. Yes, friends, acquaintances or other non-family members 

6. Other, please specify ______ 

 

6. There are many possible reasons why people move to another country. On a scale from 

1 to 5 where 1 means "Not at all important" and 5 means "Very important", please tell 

us how important the following reasons were for your decision to move. For reasons 

that do not apply to you, please select “Not applicable”. 

1. To take up a new job (1,2,3,4,5,-2) 

2. To continue my existing job in  <country> 

3. To look for work 

4. Because my husband/wife/partner got a job in <country> 

5. To join my husband/wife/fiancé/fiancée/ partner 

6. To be nearer other family members 

7. For my education 

8. To bring up my children in <country> 

9. To experience living in another country 

10. To retire in <country> 

11. There were things I didn’t like about the UK (please specify_____) 

12. There were things I particularly like about this country (please 

specify______) 

13. Other, please specify_______ 
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PLANNED DURATION OF STAY 

7. And how long do you plan to stay in < country>?  

1. A maximum of one more year   

2. A few more years   

3. Forever  

4. Don't know yet  

 

8. [if Q7=1] And do you plan to return to the UK after one year or move to some other 

country? 

1. Return to the UK 

2. Move to some other country, please specify if known_________ 

3. Don’t know 

 

9. [if Q7=1] And why do you plan to leave the country in which you currently live?  

Please tick all that apply.  

 

1. To take up a new job  

2. To continue my existing job in another country  

3. To look for work 

4. Because my husband/wife/partner got a job in another country 

5. To join my husband/wife/fiancé/fiancée/ partner 

6. To be nearer other family members 

7. For my education 

8. To bring up my children in another country 

9. To experience living in another country 

10. To retire in another country 

11. Things I didn’t like about <country> (please specify_____) 

12. Things I particularly like about another country (please specify______) 

13. Other, please specify_______ 
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PREVIOUS LONG-TERM STAY ABROAD 

10. Many people settle in several countries over the course of their lives. What about you? 

Did you always live in the UK before you left, or did you live elsewhere at times?  

This refers to a continuous stay in another country of more than 3 months. Shorter 

stays, e.g. vacations or visits to relatives, are not meant here.  

 

1. I always lived in the UK  

2. I lived elsewhere, please specify up to 3 countries: 

country 1____________  

country 2  

country 3 

CONTACTS WITH FRIENDS AND RELATIVES 

11. We now have a few questions about contact you have with family members.   

First, can you tell us who lives with you in your household?  

1. Nobody, I live alone. [exclusive category] 

2. husband/wife/partner 

3. mother/ stepmother/ adoptive mother 

4. father/ stepfather /adoptive father 

5. son(s) under 18 

6. son(s) over 18 

7. daughter(s) under 18 

8. daughter(s) over 18 

9. brother(s)/ sister(s) 

10. grandchild(dren)/ great grandchild(ren) 

11. grandparent(s)/ great grandparent(s) 

12. niece(s)/ nephew(s)/ cousin(s) 

13. non-relatives 

 

12.  Excluding relatives who live in this household with you at the moment, can you tell 

me which relatives you have who are alive and are not living in your household? 

Please tick all that apply.  

1. husband/wife/partner 

2. mother/ stepmother/ adoptive mother 

3. father/ stepfather /adoptive father 

4. son(s) under 18 

5. son(s) over 18 

6. daughter(s) under 18 

7. daughter(s) over 18 

8. brother(s)/ sister(s) 

9. grandchild(dren)/ great grandchild(ren) 

10. grandparent(s)/ great grandparent(s) 

11. niece(s)/ nephew(s)/ counsin(s) 

12. none of these. [exclusive] 
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13. And where does <relative> currently live? If you have more than one <relative>, 

please tick all that apply. 

1. In <country> 

2. In the UK 

3. In another country 

 

14. And how often do you have contact by telephone, email, letter, video conferencing 

(such as using Skype, WhatsApp, Facetime) or social media (e.g., Facebook, Twitter 

etc) with your <relative>? If you have more than one <relative>, please answer about 

the one you have most contact with.  

 

1. Daily 

2. At least once per week 

3. At least once per month 

4. Several times per year 

5. Less often 

6. Never 

 

15. How often do you see your <relative> in person (that is not via video conferencing 

using Skype, WhatsApp, Facetime etc)? If you have more than one <relative>, please 

answer about the one you see most often. 

1. Daily 

2. At least once per week 

3. At least once per month 

4. Several times per year 

5. Less often 

6. Never 

 

FRIENDS 

16. Now some questions about your friends. What proportion of your friends live in 

the same country as you? 

1. all  

2. more than half 

3. about half 

4. less than half? 

5. Don't have any friends 

 

17. [if 16<>5] What proportion of your friends are the same nationality as you? 

1. all the same 

2. more than half 

3. about half 

4. or less than half? 
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18. [if 16<>5] What proportion of your friends are of a similar age as you? 

1. all similar 

2. more than half 

3. about half 

4. or less than half? 

 

19. [if 16<>5] And what about ethnic group. What proportion of your friends are of the 

same ethnic group as you? 

1. all the same 

2. more than half 

3. about half 

4. or less than half? 

 

20. [if 16<>5] What proportion of your friends have a similar level of education as you? 

1. all similar 

2. more than half 

3. about half 

4. or less than half? 

 

21. [if 16<>5] And what proportion of your friends are employed, either full or part-time, 

or are self-employed? 

1. all of them 

2. more than half 

3. about half 

4. or less than half? 

 

22. [if 16<>5] What proportion of your friends have similar incomes to you? 

1. all similar 

2. more than half 

3. about half 

4. or less than half? 

 

23. [if 16<>5] What proportion of your friends are of the same sex as you? 

1. all of them 

2. more than half 

3. about half 

4. or less than half? 
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24. Some people consider family members as friends. What proportion of your friends are 

family members? 

1. all of them 

2. more than half 

3. about half 

4. or less than half? 

5. Do not have any friends/ consider family as friends. 

 

25. How many close friends would you say you have? __________ 

 

POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT AND POLITICAL EFFICACY  

 

26. Can we just check, are you eligible to vote in <country>? 

1. Yes, I am eligible to vote in the local and national elections. 

2. Yes, I am eligible to vote in the local but NOT national elections. 

3. No, I am NOT eligible to vote. 

 

27. Can we just check, are you eligible to vote in the UK? 

1. Yes, I am eligible to vote in the local and national elections. 

2. Yes, I am eligible to vote in the local but NOT national elections. 

3. No, I am NOT eligible to vote. 

 

28. [if Q27=1] Thinking about the UK, on a scale from 0 to 10, where 0 means very 

unlikely and 10 means very likely, how likely is it that your vote will make a 

difference in terms of which party wins the election at the next national/general 

election? Please select "0" if you do not vote. 

 

29. [if Q27=1] Again, thinking of a scale that runs from 0 to 10, where 0 means very 

unlikely and 10 means very likely, how likely is it that you will vote in the next 

general/national election in the UK? Please select "0" if you do not vote. 

 

30. [if Q26=1] Thinking about <country>, on a scale from 0 to 10, where 0 means very 

unlikely and 10 means very likely, how likely is it that your vote will make a 

difference in terms of which party wins the election in at the next national election? 

Please select "0" if you do not vote. 
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31. [if Q26=1] Again, thinking of a scale that runs from 0 to 10, where 0 means very 

unlikely and 10 means very likely, how likely is it that you will vote in the next 

national election in <country>? Please select "0" if you do not vote. 

 

32. On the whole, are you very satisfied, fairly satisfied, a little dissatisfied or very 

dissatisfied with the way democracy works in the UK? 

 

1. Very satisfied 

2. Fairly satisfied 

3. A little dissatisfied 

4. Very dissatisfied 

 

33. On the whole, are you very satisfied, fairly satisfied, a little dissatisfied or very 

dissatisfied with the way democracy works in <country>? 

1. Very satisfied 

2. Fairly satisfied 

3. A little dissatisfied 

4. Very dissatisfied 

 

 

34. How far do you agree or disagree with the following statements?  

I think I am better informed about politics in the UK than most people. 

1. Strongly agree 

2. Agree 

3. Neither agree/disagree 

4. Disagree 

5. Strongly disagree 

 

35. I think I am better informed about politics in <country> than most people. 

1. Strongly agree 

2. Agree 

3. Neither agree/disagree 

4. Disagree 

5. Strongly disagree 
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MEDIA CONSUMPTION IN COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE AND COUNTRY OF 

ORIGIN  

 

36. We would like to know how often you use various media sources here in <country>. 

Do you follow UK news? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

 

 

 

37. [if Q36=1] How often do you follow UK news?   

1. Multiple times a day 

2. Once a day 

3. Several times a week  

4. Once or twice a week  

5. Less often  

6. Never  

 

38. Which sources do you use? 

1. UK printed or online newspapers 

2. UK TV/ radio 

3. Social media (Facebook, Twitter etc) 

 

39. And do you follow <country>’s news? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

 

40. [if Q39=1] How often do you follow <country>’s  news?   

1. Multiple times a day 

2. Once a day 

3. Several times a week  

4. Once or twice a week  

5. Less often  

6. Never  

 

41. [if Q39=1] Which sources do you use? 

1. <country>’s   printed or online newspapers 

2. <country>’s   TV/ radio 

3. Social media (Facebook, Twitter etc) 
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42. Do you follow any other country’s news? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

 

PERSONAL SITUATION AND COMPARED TO THAT BEFORE LEAVING THE 

UK 

43. Do you own the accommodation you are living in outright, is it being bought with a 

mortgage, is it rented or does it come rent-free? 

1. Owned outright 

2. Owned/being bought on mortgage 

3. Shared ownership (part-owned part-rented) 

4. Rented 

5. Rent free 

6. Other 

 

44. Do you own any of the following properties in the UK: 

1. House/ flat 

2. Business 

3. Land 

 

1. Yes, full ownership 

2. Yes, shared ownership  

3. No 

 

45. [if Q43=1/2, < Excluding the accommodation you currently live in,>] do you own any 

other properties in <country>? 

1. House/ flat 

2. Business 

3. Land 

 

1. Yes, full ownership 

2. Yes, shared ownership  

3. No 

 

46. Do you own any of the following properties elsewhere? 

1. House/ flat 

2. Business 

3. Land 

 

4. Yes, full ownership 

5. Yes, shared ownership  

6. No 
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47. How well would you say you yourself are managing financially these days? Would 

you say you are... 

1. Living comfortably 

2. Doing alright 

3. Just about getting by 

4. Finding it quite difficult, or 

5. Finding it very difficult? 

 

 

48. If you compare your current situation with the one before you left the UK, would you 

say your  

standard of living is 

                                                 

1. Much better than in the UK 

2. Better  

3. About the same  

4. Worse  

5. Much worse than in the UK? 

  

49. your earnings are  

1. Much better than in the UK 

2. Better  

3. About the same  

4. Worse  

5. Much worse than in the UK 

6. Not applicable?  

 

50. your household income is  

1. Much better than in the UK 

2. Better  

3. About the same  

4. Worse  

5. Much worse than in the UK? 

 

51. your family life is  

1. Much better than in the UK 

2. Better  

3. About the same  

4. Worse  

5. Much worse than in the UK 

6. Not applicable?  
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52. your social life is  

1. Much better than in the UK 

2. Better  

3. About the same  

4. Worse  

5. Much worse than in the UK? 

 

53. your health is  

1. Much better than in the UK 

2. Better  

3. About the same  

4. Worse  

5. Much worse than in the UK? 

 

54. your residential area is?  

1. Much better than in the UK 

2. Better  

3. About the same  

4. Worse  

5. Much worse than in the UK? 

 

55. your contacts with people in the neighbourhood are  

1. Much better than in the UK 

2. Better  

3. About the same  

4. Worse  

5. Much worse than in the UK 

6. Not applicable? 

  

56. As place to bring up children is 

1. Much better than in the UK 

2. Better  

3. About the same  

4. Worse  

5. Much worse than in the UK 

6. Not applicable?  
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LIFE SATISFACTION  

57. Please choose the number which you feel best describes how dissatisfied or satisfied 

you are with the following aspects of your current situation. 

1. Your health 

2. The income of your household. 

3. Your house/flat. 

4. The amount of leisure time you have. 

5. Your life overall. 

 

1. Completely dissatisfied 

2. Mostly dissatisfied 

3. Somewhat dissatisfied 

4. Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 

5. Somewhat satisfied 

6. Mostly satisfied 

7. Mostly satisfied 

8. Completely satisfied 

 

SF12  

58. In general, would you say your health is... 

1. Excellent 

2. Very good 

3. Good 

4. Fair 

5. Poor 

 

59. The following questions are about activities you might do during a typical day. Does 

your health now limit you in these activities? If so, how much?  

 

Moderate activities, such as moving a table, pushing a vacuum cleaner, bowling or 

playing golf 

1. All of the time 

2. Most of the time 

3. Some of the time 

4. A little of the time 

5. None of the time 

 

60. Climbing several flights of stairs 

61. During the past 4 weeks, how much of the time have you had any of the following 

problems with your work or other regular daily activities as a result of your physical 

health?  

Accomplished less than you would like 

62. Were limited in the kind of work or other activities 

63. During the past 4 weeks, how much of the time have you had any of the following 

problems with your work or other regular daily activities as a result of any emotional 

problems (such as feeling depressed or anxious)? 
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Accomplished less than you would like 

64. Did work or other activities less carefully than usual 

 

 

65. During the past 4 weeks, how much did pain interfere with your normal work 

(including both work outside the home and housework)? 

1. Not at all 

2. A little bit 

3. Moderately 

4. Quite a bit 

5. Extremely 

 

66. These questions are about how you feel and how things have been with you during 

the past 4 weeks. For each question, please give the one answer that comes closest to 

the way you have been feeling. How much of the time during the past 4 weeks...  

      Have you felt calm and peaceful? 

 

67. Did you have a lot of energy? 

68. Have you felt downhearted and depressed? 

69. During the past 4 weeks, how much of the time has your physical health or emotional 

problems interfered with your social activities (like visiting friends, relatives, etc.)? 

 

 

 

 

LANGUAGE SKILLS 

70. We would like to know how well you rate/grade your knowledge of the language   

 that is predominantly spoken in the region where you now live.  

Do you have any difficulty speaking the language to people for day to day 

activities such as shopping or taking the bus?  

1. Yes 

2. No 

 

71. [if Q70=1] How difficult do you find speaking this language for day to day activities? 

1. A little difficult 

2. Fairly difficult 

3. Very difficult 

4. Cannot speak language at all 
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EDUCATION/ JOB 

 

72. Have you gained any formal qualifications since moving to <country>? 

1. Yes 

2. no 

 

73. [if Q72=1] What is the highest qualification that you gained since moving to this 

country? 

1. PhD or equivalent doctoral level qualification 

2. Masters or equivalent higher degree level qualification 

3. Postgraduate academic below-Masters level qualification (e.g. 

Certificate or Diploma) 

4. Bachelors or equivalent first degree qualification 

5. Post-secondary academic below-degree level qualification (up to 1 

year) 

6. Post-secondary academic below-degree level qualification (2 and more 

years) 

7. Post-secondary vocational training (up to 1 year) 

8. Post-secondary vocational training (2 and more years) 

9. Completed secondary school 

10. Completed primary school 

11. None of the above 

 

 

 

74. Which of these best describes your current employment situation? 

1. Self employed 

2. In paid employment (full or part-time) 

3. Unemployed 

4. Retired 

5. On maternity leave 

6. Looking after family or home 

7. Full-time student 

8. Long-term sick or disabled 

9. On a government training scheme 

10. Unpaid worker in family business 

11. Working in an apprenticeship 

12. Doing something else 

 

 

75. [if Q74=1/2]  Thinking about your (main) job, how many hours, excluding overtime 

and meal breaks, are you expected to work in a normal week? ___ 

76. [if Q74=1/2]  The last time you were paid, what was your total (gross) pay before any 

deductions? This is before any deductions for tax. Please include any overtime, 

bonuses, commission, tips or tax refunds. _______ 

77. [if Q74=1/2]  What currency is that in? _________ 
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78. [if Q74=1/2]  How long a period did that cover? 

 

1. Per hour 

2. One week 

3. Two weeks 

4. Three weeks 

5. Four weeks 

6. Calendar month 

7. Two calendar months 

8. Eight times a year 

9. Nine times a year 

10. Ten times a year 

11. Three months/13 weeks 

12. Six months/26 weeks 

13. One year/12 months/52 weeks 

14. Less than once a week 

15. One off/lump sum 

16. None of these 

 

79. [if Q74=1/2]  And what was your take home pay last time, that is after any deductions 

were made for tax, National Insurance, pensions, student loan repayments, union dues 

etc? 

 

80. [if Q74=1/2]  How long a period did that cover? 

1. Per hour 

2. One week 

3. Two weeks 

4. Three weeks 

5. Four weeks 

6. Calendar month 

7. Two calendar months 

8. Eight times a year 

9. Nine times a year 

10. Ten times a year 

11. Three months/13 weeks 

12. Six months/26 weeks 

13. One year/12 months/52 weeks 

14. Less than once a week 

15. One off/lump sum 

16. None of these 

 

81. [if Q74=2]  What does the firm/organisation you work for mainly make or do at the 

place where you work? ______ 

 

82. [if Q74=2]  What was your main job last week? Please tell us the exact job title and 

describe fully the sort of work you do. _________ 
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83. [if Q74=1/2]  On a scale from 'Completely dissatisfied' to 'Completely satisfied', how 

dissatisfied or satisfied are you with your present job overall? 

 

84. Our final question asks you to say, in your own words, anything that has happened to 

you since you moved to <country> that has been of particular importance to you. This 

could include anything we have already asked about or something which has not been 

mentioned. Please include both positive and negative events - just whatever comes to 

mind as having been important to you in your own life over the past year. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP 


