BRTANDW ED

UNDERSTANDING SOCIETY

BEN ANSELL NUFFIELD COLLEGE



O
N
1

O
(o)
]

O
S
1

% Agreeing 'People Like Me Have No Say'
o o
w 3

SOME ‘GOOD’ NEWS

1990

2000 2010
General Election Year

2020



BUT...
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OUR AGE DIVIDE

TURNOUT

Bivariate approach
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Multivariate approach
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OUR EDUCATION DIVIDE

Bivariate approach
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EDUCATION AND AGE IN GE2019

Over Fifties

Under Fifties
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SPILLS INTO VIEWS ABOUT FAIRNESS

IS SUCCESS DUE TO FORCES OUTSIDE YOUR CONTROL?

Think Outside Control
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RIP OUR MONEY DIVIDES?

INCOME & VOTING CONSERVATIVE HOMEOWNERSHIP & VOTING CONSERVATIVE
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MAYBE NOT...

INCOME & TURNOUT HOME OWNERSHIP & TURNOUT

Multivariate approach Multivariate approach
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1997 General Election: Conservative Vote
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HOUSE PRICES AND VOTING

1997 GENERAL ELECTION
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OUR DEMOGRAPHIC DIVIDES

IN TERMS OF VOTING:
1. AGE HAS BECOME MORE IMPORTANT
2. EDUCATION HAS FLIPPED!
3. INCOME, HOME OWNERSHIP, & LOCAL WEALTH MATTER LESS

IN TERMS OF TURNOUT:
1. ALL THE DEMOGRAPHICS MATTER EVEN MORE!



BUT...



ATTITUDES

In 2021 and 2022 | ran surveys of UK
population with YouGowv.

| asked a series of classic

‘Understanding Society’ questions on
SOCIAL and ECONOMIC dimensions.

Use PCA to combine them into two
dimensions.

Is there really a people being betrayed by
a ‘new elite’?

Survey ltem

Differences in Income Too Large

Differences in Wealth Too Large

Differences in House Prices Too Large

Working People get Fair Share
One Law for the Rich

Children Respect for Elders
People not Politicians

Respect for British values

Govt Should Redistribute Income
Govt Should Redistribute Wealth
Politics Too Complicated

Build New Houses

People Like Me Have No Say
Officials Care About People Like Me

Death Penalty
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Social Factor
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Social Factor
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Social Factor
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Social Factor
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KEY MESSAGE

On attitudes, what divides us is our partisan attachments

Makes sense. Parties are about converting our differences of opinion into
differences of policy.

They are ‘chaos cages’, aligning our views.

But... no evidence that it is demographic differences, associated with a ‘new
elites’ that are tearing Britain apart.

Our political system is more than capable enough of doing that!
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