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Key questions of Nuffield funded project

• How do inequalities in political engagement 
develop during adolescence?

• How does education influence these 
developments?



The growing social gap in political interest
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The growing social gap in voting intentions 



The growing influence of parental 
education: possible mechanisms
In the home:

- Educational trips (going to museums & art galleries)

- Fostering educational aspirations

- Discussing culture, politics and the news

                                                                                    At school:

                                                                                     - school choice / social composition

                                                                                     - participatory civic learning opportunities

In the community:

- out of school activities

- choice of friends



Results: 
analyses on 
CELS data



Results: 
analyses on 
Youth Survey 
data



The growing 
gender gap in 
political interest

(probability of being 
quite and very 
interested)



Reasons for the growing gender gap suggested in the literature

Early childhood:

The role of parents in socializing children in distinct gender roles
(parental education and gender attitudes)

Adolescence: 
•Educational level and track

  (different effects of civic learning opportunities 

+ gender segregation in vocational tracks)

Adulthood:
•Difference in resources (jobs, income, civic participation)

•Starting a family



The development 
of political interest 
among men by 
educational 
pathway



The development 
of political interest 
among women by 
educational 
pathway



The development of the gender gap before and after accounting for all 
the explanatory variables (probabilities)

BEFORE AFTER



Implications for policy and practice
THE GROWING SOCIAL GAP

- Reduce school social segregation

- More participatory civic learning activities in 
schools with a disadvantaged intake

- Ensuring that all children take part in these 
activities (active role of teacher)

THE GROWING GENDER GAP

Provide more civic learning opportunities in 
the female dominated vocational tracks


