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We asked 10-15 year olds about their plans to attend further education 
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Feifei Bu at the University of Essex used the data to investigate if brothers or sisters were more or less ambitious, depending on whether they were the first, second or youngest child. 



What the research found 
· Girls are 13% more ambitious than boys

· “Firstborns” are 16% more likely to attend further education than their younger siblings

· Girls are 4% more likely to have further education qualifications





In the news

· First born and female? Why being the eldest girl means you are more likely to succeed Daily Mail 27th April 2014

· Firstborn children really do excel, reveals groundbreaking study The Guardian 26th April 2014

· Born winners: the women who grew up in first place The Times 28th April 2014

Questions this raises for policy makers
· Schools can look at whether they need to support boys or younger siblings more?

· Why is aspiration important?

· What might parents do to ensure all their children are equally ambitious?
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