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SHOWCARD  1A 
Marstat 
 

 
1. Single and never married or never in a 

legally recognised Civil Partnership  
 
2. Married 

3. A Civil Partner in a legally recognised Civil 
Partnership  
 

4. Separated but legally married  

5. Divorced 

6. Widowed 
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SHOWCARD  1B 
R 

1. Husband / Wife 
2. Partner / Cohabitee 
3. Civil Partner 
4. Natural son / 

daughter 
5. Adopted son / 

daughter 
6. Foster child 
7. Stepson / 

stepdaughter 
8. Son-in-law / 

daughter-in-law 
9. Natural parent 
10. Adoptive parent 
11. Foster parent 
12. Step-parent 
13. Parent-in-law 
14. Natural brother / 

sister 
15. Half-brother / 

sister 

16. Step-brother / 
sister 

17. Adopted brother / 
sister 

18. Foster brother / 
sister 

19. Brother / Sister-in-
law 

20. Grand-child 
21. Grand-parent 
22. Cousin 
23. Aunt / Uncle 
24. Niece / Nephew 
25. Other relative 
26. Employee 
27. Employer 
28. Lodger / Boarder / 

Tenant 
29. Landlord / 

Landlady 
30. Other non-relative
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SHOWCARD 1C 
Indethg, Relethg 

 

1. Indian  
2. Mixed Indian - (parents or grandparents from Indian 

ethnic group AND parents or grandparents from a 
non-Indian ethnic group) 

3. Pakistani  
4. Bangladeshi  
5. Sri Lankan  
6. Caribbean/West Indian  
7. Mixed Caribbean/West Indian - (parents or 

grandparents from Caribbean/West Indian ethnic 
group AND parents or grandparents from a non-
Caribbean/West Indian ethnic group) 

8.  North African  
9. Black African  
10. African Asian  
11. Chinese  
12. Far Eastern - (includes Filipino, Thai, Malaysian, 

Japanese, Vietnamese, Singaporean, Indonesian, 
Korean, Burmese) 

13. Turkish  
14. Middle Eastern/Iranian - (includes Israeli, 

Palestinian, Lebanese, Syrian, Jordanian, Yemeni, 
Saudi, Iraqi, Afghani, other Gulf states) 

 96. None of these  
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SHOWCARD  2A 
Duelpay, Elecpay, Gaspay 

 

1. A fixed amount each month by standing 

order 

2. A monthly bill (by direct debit or other 

means) 

3. A quarterly bill (by direct debit or other 

means) 

4. A pre-payment (key / card or token) meter 

5. It's included in the rent 

6. Frequent cash payments (i.e. more 
frequent than once a month) 
 

7. Fuel Direct scheme or direct from benefits 

8. Staywarm scheme 

97. Other  
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SHOWCARD  2B   (ENGLAND) 
Hsctax 
 

1. BAND  A: up to £40000  

2. B: £40001 - 52000  

3. C: £52001 - 68000  

4. D: £68001 - 88000  

5. E: £88001 - 120000 

6. F: £120001 - 160000  

7. G: £160001 - 320000  

8. H: £320001 +  

9. Household accommodation not valued 
separately / included  in rent  
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SHOWCARD  2B   (SCOTLAND) 
Hsctax 
 

1. BAND  A: up to £27000  

2. B: £27001 - 35000  

3. C: £35001 - 45000  

4. D: £45001 - 58000  

5. E: £58001 - 80000  

6. F: £80001 - 106000  

7. G: £106001 - 212000  

8. H: £212001 +  

9. Household accommodation not valued 
separately / included in rent  
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SHOWCARD  2B   (WALES) 
Hsctax 
 

1. BAND  A: up to £44000  

2. B: £44001 - 65000  

3. C: £65001 - 91000  

4. D: £91001 - 123000  

5. E: £123001 - 162000  

6. F: £162001 - 223000  

7. G: £223001 - 324000  

8. H: £324001 – 424000 

10. I:  £424001 +  

9. Household accommodation not valued 
separately / included in rent  
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SHOWCARD  2C 

Cduse 

1. Colour television 

2. Video recorder / DVD player 

3. Satellite dish / Sky TV 

4. Cable TV 

5. Deep freeze or fridge freezer (EXCLUDE: fridge 

only) 

6. Washing machine 

7. Tumble drier 

8. Dish washer 

9. Microwave oven 

10. Home computer/PC (include laptop but not 

games console or tablet computer) 

11. CD player (INCLUDE if part of a sound system) 

12. Landline telephone 

13. Mobile telephone (anyone in household) 

96. Or none of the above? 
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SHOWCARD  4A 
Jbstat 
 

1.  Self employed 

2.  In paid employment (full or part-time)  

3.  Unemployed  

4.  Retired  

5.  On maternity leave  

6.  Looking after family or home  

7.  Full-time student  

8.  Long-term sick or disabled  

9.  On a government training scheme  

10. Unpaid worker in family business  

11. Working in an apprenticeship  

97. Doing something else 
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SHOWCARD  4B 
Mlstat 
 

1.  Single and never married or never in a legally 
recognised Civil Partnership  

 
2.  Married 

3.  A Civil Partner in a legally recognised Civil 

Partnership  

4.  Separated but legally married  

5.  Divorced 

6.  Widowed 
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SHOWCARD  4C 
Netpuse 
 

1. Every day 

2. Several times a week 

3. Several times a month 

4. Once a month 

5. Less than once a month 

6. Never use 

7. No access at home, at work or elsewhere 
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SHOWCARD  5A 
Qfhigh 

1.  University Higher Degree (e.g. MSc, PhD)  

2.  First degree level qualification including foundation 

degrees, graduate membership of a professional 

Institute, PGCE 

3.  Diploma in higher education  

4.  Teaching qualification (excluding PGCE)  

5.  Nursing or other medical qualification not yet mentioned  

6.  A Level  

7.  Welsh Baccalaureate  

8.  International Baccalaureate  

9.  AS Level 

10. Higher Grade / Advanced Higher (Scotland)  

11. Certificate of sixth year studies  

12. GCSE / O Level  

13. CSE  

14. Standard/Ordinary (O) Grade / Lower (Scotland)  

15. Other school (inc. school leaving exam certificate or 

 matriculation)  

96. None of the above  
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SHOWCARD 5B 
Qfhighoth 

 

1. PhD or equivalent doctoral level qualification  

2.  Masters or equivalent higher degree level qualification  

3.  Postgraduate academic below-Masters level qualification 

(e.g. Certificate or Diploma) 

4.  Bachelors or equivalent first degree qualification  

5. Post-secondary academic below-degree level qualification 

(up to 1 year) 

6. Post-secondary academic below-degree level qualification 

(2 and more years) 

7.  Post-secondary vocational training (up to 1 year)  

8.  Post-secondary vocational training (2 and more years)  

9. Completed secondary school  

10. Completed primary school 

96. None of the above 
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SHOWCARD  5C 
Qfvoc 
 

1.  Youth training certificate  

2.  Key skills  

3.  Basic skills  

4.  Entry level qualifications (Wales)  

5.  Modern apprenticeship / trade apprenticeship  

6.  RSA / OCR / Clerical and commercial qualifications (e.g. 
typing / shorthand / book-keeping / commerce)  
 

7.  City and Guilds Certificate  

8.  GNVQ / GSVQ  

9.  NVQ / SVQ - Level 1 - 2  

10. NVQ / SVQ - Level 3 - 5  

11. HNC / HND  

12. ONC / OND  

13. BTEC / BEC / TEC / EdExcel / LQL  

14. SCOTVEC, SCOTEC or SCOTBEC  

15. Other vocational, technical or professional qualification  

96. None of the above 
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SHOWCARD  6A 
Lvschdo 
 

1.  Get a full-time job 

2.  Stay at school or sixth-form college 

3.  Go to / stay in further education college 

4.  Go to university or higher education institution 

5.  Get a job and study (at the same time)  

6.  Get an apprenticeship 

7.  Do some other type of training 

97. Do something else 
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SHOWCARD  6B 
Ahvwell 
 

1.  Very important 

2.  Important 

3.  Not very important 

4.  Not at all important



Understanding Society IEMB 

Showcards 

20 
 

SHOWCARD 7A 
Paedqf 
 

1. He did not go to school at all  

2. He left school with no qualifications or 

certificates  

3. He left school with some qualifications or 

certificates  

4. He gained further qualifications or certificates 

after leaving school (e.g. an apprenticeship, 

nursing or teaching qualification, City and 

Guilds certificates) 

5. He gained a university degree or higher degree  

97.  Other  
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SHOWCARD 7B 
Maedqf 
 

1. She did not go to school at all  

2. She left school with no qualifications or 

certificates  

3. She left school with some qualifications or 

certificates  

4. She gained further qualifications or certificates 

after leaving school (e.g. an apprenticeship, 

nursing or teaching qualification, City and 

Guilds certificates) 

5. She gained a university degree or higher 

degree  

97.  Other  
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SHOWCARD 7C 
Lvag14 
 

1. Biological mother and father  

2. Adoptive mother and father  

3. Mother and stepfather  

4.  Father and stepmother  

5. Mother/no father figure  

6.  Father/no mother figure  

7.  In Local Authority care/foster home  

97.  Other  
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SHOWCARD  8A 
Natid 
 

1.  English 

2.  Welsh 

3.  Scottish 

4.  Northern Irish 

5.  British 

6.  Irish 

97. Other 
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SHOWCARD  8B 
Racel 
 White 

1.  British / English / Scottish / Welsh / Northern Irish 
2.  Irish 
3.  Gypsy or Irish Traveller 
4.  Any other White background 

Mixed 

5.  White and Black Caribbean 
6.  White and Black African 
7.  White and Asian 
8.  Any other mixed background 

Asian or Asian British 

9.  Indian 
10. Pakistani 
11. Bangladeshi 
12. Chinese 
13. Any other Asian background 

Black / African / Caribbean / Black British 

14. Caribbean 
15. African 
16. Any other Black background 

 

Other Ethnic Group 

17. Arab 
97. Any other ethnic group 
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SHOWCARD 13A 
Mlivedist 
 

1. Less than 2 miles  

2. Between 2 and 5 miles  

3.  Between 5 and 20 miles  

4.  Between 20 and 50 miles  

5.  Between 50 and 100 miles  

6. More than 100 miles  
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SHOWCARD 13B 
Mlivedistf 

 

1. Between 5 and 20 miles  

2. Between 20 and 50 miles  

3. Between 50 and 100 miles  

4. More than 100 miles  

5. In a country outside the UK  
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SHOWCARD 14A 
Disdif 

 

1. Mobility (moving around at home and walking)  

2.  Lifting, carrying or moving objects  

3.  Manual dexterity (using your hands to carry out everyday 

tasks)  

4.  Continence (bladder and bowel control)  

5.  Hearing (apart from using a standard hearing aid)  

6.  Sight (apart from wearing standard glasses) 

7.  Communication or speech problems  

8.  Memory or ability to concentrate, learn or understand  

9.  Recognising when you are in physical danger  

10.  Your physical co-ordination (e.g. balance)  

11.  Difficulties with own personal care (e.g. getting dressed, 

taking a  bath or shower) 

12. Other health problem or disability  

96.  None of these
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SHOWCARD  15A 
Hcond 

1.  Asthma 

2.  Arthritis 

3.  Congestive heart failure 

4.  Coronary heart disease 

5.  Angina 

6.  Heart attack or myocardial infarction 

7.  Stroke 

8.  Emphysema 

9.  Hyperthyroidism or an over-active thyroid 

10. Hypothyroidism or an under-active thyroid 

11. Chronic bronchitis 

12. Any kind of liver condition 

13. Cancer or malignancy 

14. Diabetes 

15. Epilepsy 

16. High blood pressure 

17. Clinical depression 

18. Other long standing/chronic condition, please specify 

96. None of these 
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SHOWCARD  20A 
Jbsize 
 

1.  1 - 2 

2.  3 - 9 

3.  10 - 24 

4.  25 - 49 

5.  50 - 99 

6.  100 - 199 

7.  200 - 499 

8.  500 - 999 

9.  1000 or more 

10. Don’t know but fewer than 25 

11. Don’t know but 25 or more 
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SHOWCARD  20B 
Jbsectpub 
 

1.  A public limited company  

2.  A nationalised industry / state corporation  

3.  Central government or civil service  

4.  Local government or council (including 
police, fire services and local authority 
controlled schools / colleges) 
 

5.  A university or other grant-funded 
education establishment (include opted-out 
schools) 
 

6.  A health authority or NHS trust  

7.  A charity, voluntary organisation or trust  

8.  The armed forces  

9.  Some other kind of organisation 
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SHOWCARD  20C  
Worktrav 
 

1.  Drive myself by car or van  

2.  Get a lift with someone from household 

3.  Get a lift with someone outside the 

household 

4.  Motorcycle / moped / scooter 

5.  Taxi / minicab 

6.  Bus / coach 

7.  Train 

8.  Underground / Metro / Tram / Light railway 

9.  Cycle 

10. Walk 

97. Other 
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SHOWCARD  21A 
Jssize 
 

1.  1 - 2 

2.  3 - 9 

3.  10 - 24 

4.  25 - 49 

5.  50 - 99 

6.  100 - 199 

7.  200 - 499 

8.  500 - 999 

9.  1000 or more 

10. Don’t know but fewer than 25 

11. Don’t know but 25 or more 
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SHOWCARD  21B 
Jsownsum 
 

Money from the work account: 

- used for payments to yourself and any 

other personal spending 

- used to pay domestic bills (including 

standing orders) 

- transferred to a private account 

- used for any other non-business use? 
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SHOWCARD  21C  
Jsworktrav 
 

1.  Drive myself by car or van  

2.  Get a lift with someone from household 

3.  Get a lift with someone outside the 

household 

4.  Motorcycle / moped / scooter 

5.  Taxi / minicab 

6.  Bus / coach 

7.  Train 

8.  Underground / Metro / Tram / Light railway 

9.  Cycle 

10. Walk 

97. Other 
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SHOWCARD  22A 
Jbsat 
 

7.  Completely satisfied 

6.  Mostly satisfied 

5.  Somewhat satisfied 

4.  Neither satisfied or dissatisfied 

3.  Somewhat dissatisfied 

2.  Mostly dissatisfied 

1. Completely dissatisfied 
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SHOWCARD  23A 
Jlsize 
 

1.  1 - 2 

2.  3 - 9 

3.  10 - 24 

4.  25 - 49 

5.  50 - 99 

6.  100 - 199 

7.  200 - 499 

8.  500 - 999 

9.  1000 or more 

10. Don’t know but fewer than 25 

11. Don’t know but 25 or more 

  



Understanding Society IEMB 

Showcards 

37 
 

SHOWCARD 28A 
Benbase 
 

1.  Income Support 

2.  Job Seeker's Allowance 

3.  Child Benefit 

4.  Universal Credit 

96. None of these 
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SHOWCARD 28B 
Benpen 
 

1.  NI Pension or State Retirement (Old Age) 
Pension  
 

2.  A pension from a previous employer 

3.  A pension from a spouse's previous 

employer 

4.  Pension Credit including Guarantee Credit 
& Savings Credit 
 

5.  Private Pension or Annuity 

6.  Widow's or War Widow's Pension 

7.  Widowed Mother's Allowance, Parent's 
Allowance or Bereavement Allowance 
 

8.  War Disablement Pension 

96. None of these 
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SHOWCARD 28C 
Bendis 
 

1.  Incapacity Benefit 

2.  Employment and Support Allowance 

3.  Severe Disablement Allowance 

4.  Carer's Allowance 

5.  Disability Living Allowance 

12. Personal Independence Payments 

7.  Attendance Allowance 

8.  Industrial Injury Disablement Benefit 

10. Sickness and Accident Insurance 

97. Any other disability related benefit or 

payment 

96. None of these 
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SHOWCARD 28D (Version A) 
Othben 
 

INTERVIEWER:  

Please use this showcard if respondent is resident in 
England, Scotland or Wales AND receives Universal 
Credit. 

 

1.  Foster Allowance 

2.  Maternity Allowance 

3.  In-Work Credit for Lone Parents 

4.  Return to Work Credit 

6.  Council Tax Reduction 

97. Any other state benefit or credit 

96. None of these 
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SHOWCARD 28D (Version B) 
Othben 
 

INTERVIEWER: 

Please use this showcard if respondent is resident in 
England, Scotland or Wales and does not receive 
Universal Credit.  
 

1.  Foster Allowance 

2.  Maternity Allowance 

3.  In-Work Credit for Lone Parents 

4.  Return to Work Credit 

5.  Working Tax Credit 

6.  Council Tax Reduction 

8.  Housing Benefit 

97. Any other state benefit or credit 

96. None of these 
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SHOWCARD  28E 
Bensta 
 

2.  Education Grant other than a Student Loan 
or Tuition Fee Loan 
 

3.  Trade Union or Friendly Society Payment 

4.  Maintenance or Alimony 

5.  Payments from a family member not living 
with you 
 

6.  Rent from Boarders or Lodgers (not family 
members) living here with you 
 

7.  Rent from any other property even if that 
only covers that property's mortgage or 
running costs 
 

97. Or any other regular payment 

96. None of these 
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SHOWCARD  40A 
Jbstat 
 

1.  Self employed 

2.  In paid employment (full or part-time)  

3.  Unemployed  

4.  Retired 

5.  On maternity leave 

6.  Looking after family or home 

7.  Full-time student 

8.  Long-term sick or disabled  

9.  On a government training scheme 

10. Unpaid worker in family business 

97. Doing something else 
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SHOWCARD  40B 
Qfhigh 
 

1.  University Higher Degree (e.g. MSc, PhD) 

2.  First degree level qualification including foundation 

degrees, graduate membership of a professional 

Institute, PGCE  

3.  Diploma in higher education 

4.  Teaching qualification (excluding PGCE) 

5.  Nursing or other medical qualification not yet 

mentioned 

6.  A Level 

7.  Welsh Baccalaureate 

8.  International Baccalaureate  

9.  AS Level 

10. Higher Grade/Advanced Higher (Scotland) 

11. Certificate of sixth year studies 

12. GCSE/O Level 

13. CSE 

14. Standard/Ordinary (O) Grade / Lower (Scotland) 

15. Other school (inc. school leaving exam certificate or 

matriculation) 

96. None of the above 
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SHOWCARD  40C 
Qfvoc 

1.  Youth training certificate 

2.  Key skills 

3.  Basic skills  

4.  Entry level qualifications (Wales) 

5.  Modern apprenticeship/trade apprenticeship 

6.  RSA/OCR/Clerical and commercial qualifications (e.g. 

typing/shorthand/book-keeping/commerce) 

7.  City and Guilds Certificate 

8.  GNVQ/GSVQ  

9.  NVQ/SVQ - Level 1 – 2 

10. NVQ/SVQ – Level 3 – 5 

11. HNC/HND 

12. ONC/OND 

13. BTEC/BEC/TEC/EdExcel/LQL 

14. SCOTVEC, SCOTEC or SCOTBEC 

15. Other vocational, technical or professional qualification 

96. None of the above
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SHOWCARD  40D 
Jbsize 
Jssize 
 

1.  1 - 2 

2.  3 - 9 

3.  10 - 24  

4.  25 - 49 

5.  50 – 99 

6.  100 - 199 

7.  200 - 499 

8.  500 - 999 

9.  1000 or more 

10. Don’t know but fewer than 25 

11. Don’t know but 25 or more 
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SHOWCARD  40E 
Prearn, PREARNAm, PREARNW 
 

WEEKLY 

0.  NO INCOME AT 
ALL 
 

1.  up to £99 

2.  £100 - £149 

3.  £150 - £239 

4.  £240 - £319 

5.  £320 - £379 

6.  £380 - £459 

7.  £460 - £559 

8.  £560 - £669 

9.  £670 - £859 

10. £860 or more 

 

 

ANNUAL 

0.  NO INCOME AT 
ALL 
 

1.  up to £5,199 

2.  £5,200 - £7,799 

3.  £7,800 - £12,499 

4.  £12,500 - £16,599 

5.  £16,600 - £19,999 

6.  £20,000 - £23,999 

7.  £24,000 - £29,999 

8.  £30,000 - £34,999 

9.  £35,000 - £44,999 

10. £45,000 - 

£54,999 

11. £55,000 or more 
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SHOWCARD  40FA 
Pbnft 
 

1.  NI Retirement/State Retirement (old age) 

Pension 

2.  Pension from previous employer(s) 

13. Universal Credit 

3.  Disability Living Allowance 

4. Job Seekers Allowance (Unemployment) and/or 

Income Support 

5. Employment and Support Allowance 

6. Child Benefit 

7. Working Tax Credit (formerly Working Family 

Tax Credit and Disabled Person’s Tax Credit) 

8. Housing Benefit/Rent Rebate 

9. Incapacity Benefit (Replaces Invalidity and NI 

Sickness Benefit) 

10. Any other state benefit 

11. Child Tax Credit 

12. Pension Credit 

96. None of these 
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SHOWCARD  40G 
Prfitb, PRFITBA, PRFITBW 

 

WEEKLY 

0.  NO INCOME AT 

ALL 

1.  up to £74 

2.  £75 - £139 

3.  £140 - £199 

4.  £200 - £249 

5.  £250 - £324 

6.  £325 - £399 

7.  £400 - £499 

8.  £500 – £624 

9.  £625 - £749 

10. £750 or more 

 

 

ANNUAL 

0.  NO INCOME AT 

ALL 

1.  up to £3,599 

2.  £3,600 - £6,599 

3.  £6,600 - £9,599 

4.  £9,600 - 12,599 

5.  12,600 - £15,599 

6.  £15,600 - £19,199 

7.  £19,200 - £23,999 

8.  £24,000 - £29,999 

9.  £30,000 - £35,999 

10. £36,000 -£42,999 

11. £43,000 - 49,999 

12. £50,000 or more  
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