Application for Innovation Panel Competition (wave 20)
Experiments and methods tests

Please provide details of the study you are proposing for inclusion in wave 20 of the Understanding Society Innovation Panel.
Please refer to the Innovation Panel Competition webpage before completing this form to ensure the mandatory criteria and additional judging criteria are fully considered.  
Use this form if your proposed study uses experimental methods as a central part of their design or if it will contribute to the survey methods discipline. For other proposals, use the “new survey questions” application form, available from the competition webpage.
[bookmark: _Hlk188393241]Proposals will only be considered if they meet the mandatory criteria detailed on the competition webpage.
If you have any queries about your proposal or completing the form, please contact Jim Vine jim.vine@essex.ac.uk.

	Title of proposal:
	

	Discipline(s) to which this proposal contributes: 
	



[bookmark: _Hlk188362243]Author(s):
If there are multiple authors, please enter details for the lead / corresponding author first.
	Name
	Affiliation
	Email address

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Summary of objectives (max 150 words):
Summarize the research questions and motivations.
	







Case for support (max 500 words): 
Please provide your research questions, motivations for studying them, and the proposed study’s intended contribution. Please address why the issue should be studied, why the proposal is innovative, the value of the study in a longitudinal design setting, why previous research is insufficiently informative, what the study would tell us that we do not currently know, and a justification for the proposed approach over potential alternative designs. 
Please upload a bibliographic reference list of any cited literature as an appendix.
	












Brief summary of experimental or methodological design (max 150 words): 
Outline what the study would involve in terms of experimental manipulations. If the proposal does not include an experiment, describe your research design for evaluating the proposed questions. 
	





[image: Logo_strap]
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Full details of design:
Full details of the experiment or methodological test, including outline of proposed questions.
The full wording of questions and any other required text must be included as an appendix.
	








Further details of randomisation:
If the proposal includes an experiment, please provide further details of the required randomisation. The default allocation to treatment will be a random allocation of households within primary sampling units, such that all members of a household are assigned to the same treatment, with stratification as appropriate. If you require an alternative design, please specify the exact level to be allocated (e.g., individual, household, primary sampling unit, etc.) and the method of allocation (random, nested, etc.). Note that individual respondent allocation to treatment will be conditional on household response and that interviewer allocation to treatment cannot be achieved with our fieldwork design.
	







Sample required:
Specify whether the proposal would be implemented on the whole sample, or only certain sub-samples. Sample sizes required for analysis. In simple cases it may be possible to provide a power calculation.
	





Expected administration time for your proposal:
See the FAQ section on the Innovation Panel competition website for guidance on how to calculate expected question timings. A spreadsheet template is available from the competition website to help specify questions and calculate timings, which you can use if you would find it helpful.
Your timing estimate should include the time for any Understanding Society questions you require that would not normally be carried in this wave. You do not need to include estimates of Understanding Society questions that would be carried anyway.

	Expected required questionnaire time: 
	
	Minutes
	
	Seconds



Justification for estimated questionnaire time, e.g. number of additional questions, whether all sample members asked, etc. 



Copyright for proposed questions:
Please confirm that the questions you would like to include are free of any copyright, licence fee, or any other intellectual property concerns that would hinder Understanding Society from using the questions.



Details of covariates required:
Please list any existing variables from the Innovation Panel questionnaire you intend to use as covariates in your analysis and which would need to be included in the same interview. You can refer to the questionnaires and the variable search tool to identify variables:
https://www.understandingsociety.ac.uk/documentation/innovation-panel/questionnaires/
https://www.understandingsociety.ac.uk/documentation/innovation-panel/variables/
For each variable, please use the variable search tool to check whether it is collected at each wave and specify whether its inclusion will be essential or desirable for your intended analysis.
Note: If an existing question would not be included in this wave and is essential for your proposal, you must include it in your timing estimates.
	Question / variable name
	Collected every wave?
	Essential or desirable?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Additional material costs:
Indicate any additional cost elements, e.g. for printing, mailings, incentives, capital equipment and specify the source of the budget for these. 
	





Analysis plans:
All proposals must include plans to analyse the data. Proposals solely seeking collection of data without intention to conduct analysis are out of scope for the competition.
Plans should typically describe both the analytical methods you intend to use and the estimates you intend to make through the analysis. A plan that only names a statistical method, modelling approach or analysis technique, without saying how it will be deployed will generally be considered incomplete.
	








Planned output:
Plans for publishing the results of this research.
	





Attachments:
· Wording of proposed questions or texts (which may be provided using the spreadsheet template, if desired). With your proposed questions, provide details of the underlying concepts / constructs of interest, or the objectives for each question, and describe how the proposed questions will be used to measure those constructs. For questions directly asking about a factual construct, a brief description may suffice. For constructs related to beliefs, opinions, mental states, etc., the association between the question and construct may require more elaboration.
· CV for each proposer (max 2 pages) 
· [bookmark: _Hlk188393751]Bibliographic reference list of any literature cited in the Case for Support 

[bookmark: _Hlk155959188]Submit your proposal by Friday 12th December 2025 — preferably in Word document format — by email to jim.vine@essex.ac.uk.
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